
Wide-Field Imaging 
from Space

Introduction

Andy Fruchter
STScI



Why an Introduction?

Why no usual greeting from the a local 
dignitary (the governator) or laboratory 
head (OK, see tomorrow’s schedule)?

Why no truly eminent scientist 
providing deep insights into the history 
of the field (OK, see later talks)?



Conferences celebrate our scientific 
achievements

The best produce syntheses of scientific 
ideas

They can spur collaborations

But if this conference is successful it 
may help create and direct a field

A Conference Unlike Most



A SNAPshot of M31



Would a SNAP do in a Pinch?

Could SNAP serve the general community as a wide-
field imager?  Would (small?) modifications to filter 
set or pixel size substantially improve its impact as a 
general service instrument?

Another DESTINY?  Would a wide-field grism focal-
plane require filters to produce desired science?  Is NIR 
enough?

Can the terrestrial planet finder find a place in wide-
field surveys?  (FOV?)

An Origins Probe?



The Danger

 JDEM and has no funding in the NASA 
budget

TPF has advanced outside the standard 
NASA mechanisms

 The NASA science program is in crisis



Crisis = Danger + Opportunity



The Opportunity

The technology appears feasible

There are several missions in the 
(largely unfunded) queue capable of 
producing wide-field science

The very turmoil that threatens the field 
may allow new ideas to move to the fore




